Tuesday, September 10, 2019

Dear Friend and Stakeholder,
A few weeks ago, I reached out to you in reference to an August 12, 2019, public hearing
initiated by the Sandusky County Budget Commission. The Budget Commission convened the
hearing after expressing concern the Sandusky County Board of DD was carrying an
“inappropriate amount of budget reserve.” The hearing was designed to allow us to present
information and evidence in support of our efforts to maintain our reserve account, rather than
have these voter-approved levy funds rolled-back.
We presented what we truly believe is a candid and compelling case against any action that
would undermine funding of Sandusky County Board of DD services and supports. As you
know, the needs of people with developmental disabilities and their caretakers are subject to
change at any time. The cost of providing services can rise due to any number of factors, as can
the number of people in Sandusky County who may require services and supports.
In addition to allowing us to respond to short-term changes, our reserve account also helps us
plan for inevitable cost increases over the long-term. By relying upon those resources already
made available to us by the Sandusky County voter, we believe we can make these resources
stretch farther, thus preventing us from having to return to voters to ask for more money, for
longer periods of time.
Over the years, we have maintained our reserve account to provide stability in the face of
uncertainty. We are proud that we have been excellent stewards of the public trust!
Despite our efforts, the Budget Commission has decided to call for a second public hearing on
Monday, September 23 at 9:00 am to discuss and vote on a 2020 levy collections rollback. This
meeting will be held in the County Commissioner’s Board Room at 622 Croghan Street in
Fremont.
Please consider joining us at this public meeting to show your support and have your voice
heard. We believe the voters/taxpayers of Sandusky County earmarked our levy funds to
ensure a bright and sustainable future for individuals with disabilities and their families. More
information and educational resources will be provided via our Facebook page and website.
I look forward to seeing you there and thank you for your continued support.
Yours in Service,
Sarah Zimmerman
Superintendent, SCBDD
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600+
individuals assisted in
living, working, and thriving
in our community
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2 01 9 R E V E N U E :
LOCAL LEVY FUNDING:
$7,463,082 (73.79%)
FEDERAL FUNDING:
$1,500,000 (14.83%)

Oth State
Loc er
al

Federal
Funds

STATE FUNDING:
$ 605,000 (5.98%)

Local
Levy Dollars

OTHER LOCAL FUNDING
$ 545,000 (5.39%)
Local Match for Medicaid Waivers $2,314,627 (27%)
Administration/Community Support $1,830,611 (21%)
School of Hope Services $1,370,450 (16%)
Service and Support Administration $1,151,830 (13%)
Transportation $409,848 (5%)
Local Funding for Family Support Services, Non-Medical
Transportation, Self-Advocacy, Special Olympics,
Supported Living and Voc/Hab Services $419,220 (5%)
Facilities Management $366,289 (4%)
Pathways 2 Employment $315,887 (4%)
Capital Projects $254,639 (3%)
Early Intervention $133,325 (2%)

Projected Total Cash Balance Without a 2020 Levy Rollback

SCBDD 5-year forecast already
projects a 44% balance
decrease by 2024.
SCBDD’s balance is decreasing
without a levy rollback and
without asking voters for
additional tax money.
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345
individuals served under
the age of 21

*increased by 56 children
since January

58

184
149%

individuals work
independently in
their job

individuals applied for SCBDD
eligibility determination in 2018...

31 8

increase from 2017

individuals are
actively served by
case managers

245

What do Medicaid Waivers pay for?
Residential supports which includes grocery shopping, money management assistance, daily living
skills, transportation to appointments/jobs.

Also pays for day programming

individuals on Medicaid Waivers
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