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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
October 21, 2020 

OCTOBER 2020 MARKS THE 75TH ANNIVERSARY OF NATIONAL DISABILITY 
EMPLOYMENT AWARENESS MONTH.  

 

The purpose of National Disability Awareness Month is to educate the public 
about disability employment issues and celebrate the many and varied 
contributions of America’s workers with disabilities. 

The history of National Disability Employment Awareness Month traces back to 1945 when Congress 
enacted a law declaring the first week in October each year “National Employ the Physically 
Handicapped Week.” In 1962, the word “physically” was removed to acknowledge the employment 
needs and contributions of individuals with all types of disabilities. In 1988, Congress expanded the 
week to a month and changed the name to National Disability Employment Awareness Month. 
 
Reflecting on this year’s theme, the Sandusky County Board of DD will be engaging in a variety of 
activities to educate the local business community on disability employment issues and the importance 
of inclusive work cultures. This includes a billboard campaign in Sandusky County promoting the 
message of #InclusionWorks.  Community Connections Coordinators with the Sandusky County Board of 
DD also visited local employers to personally thank them for their commitment to diversity in the 
workplace.  
 
“The hopes and dreams of individuals with disabilities are no different from the aspirations of anyone 
else.  We all seek meaning and purpose in our lives.  We all want to belong, to give back to our 
community, to be understood, loved, and appreciated for who we are,” said Sarah Zimmerman, 
Superintendent of the Sandusky County Board of DD.  “We also like to spend quality recreational time 
with family and friends by going out and enjoying spaces within our community, seeing a movie, going 
out to dinner, to an athletic event, concert, etc.  Meaningful employment makes all of this a reality for 
individuals with disabilities,” she said. 
 
In announcing the national observance, U.S. Secretary of Labor Eugene Scalia said, “Ensuring that 
America’s workplaces continue to include and accommodate people with disabilities will be an important 
part of our economic rebound. Looking ahead, the Department will remain focused on the policies that 
led to a strong economy and record-low unemployment rates for persons with disabilities prior to the 
pandemic. A vigorous economic rebound and job growth will, alongside the Americans with Disabilities 
Act, increase access and opportunity for Americans with disabilities.” 
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