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Every March as we celebrate 
Developmental Disabilities Aware-
ness Month, we encourage individuals, 
their family’s, local provider’s and 
provider agencies to nominate local 
Direct Support Professionals (DSPs) 
for special recognition for their dedi-
cation and service to local individuals 
with disabilities.

This year we received over 30 nom-
inations for the ‘2021 Shining Star 
DSP Award.’ All nominees received 
a Certificate of Recognition from the 
Sandusky County Board of DD.  One 
of our nominees was selected by the 
committee as our ‘2021 Shining Star 
DSP.’ 

Congratulations to Bev Estep, this 
year’s Shining Star DSP! Bev was 

Reflecting Back on March and Developmental Disabilities Awareness Month

It is our mission to support individuals 
served and their families in a manner 
that adds quality and enrichment to the 
lives of ALL citizens.  The continuation 
of this levy will allow us to operate at 
our current levels but also allow us to 
improve, expand, and optimize supports 
well into the future.

Sarah Zimmerman 
Superintendent

to ensure that these men and women 
have the care they need. She has 
been a constant presence in the 
lives of these individuals for a major 
portion of their lives and is truly an 
amazing person.”

Congratulations again Bev! 

nominated for the award by Clint 
Lease, Quality Enhancement Training 
Coordinator at Encouraging and 
Celebrating Independence Inc. (E.C.I). 
In his nomination, Clint shared, “Bev 
always goes above and beyond the 
call of duty to make sure that the 
ladies and gentlemen she is respon-
sible for have the best care possible. 
She leads by example, working hard 
to ensure that everyone has healthy 
choices for every meal, sees their 
doctors as scheduled, and receives 
the medications that those doctors 
order at the required intervals to 
keep them healthy and safe. She 
does whatever is needed to ensure 
that staff members are well-trained 
and prepared for whatever situation 
may arise and makes constant 
changes to her own personal schedule 

SCBDD Superintendent Sarah Zimmerman 
recognizes local DSP Bev Estep as the 

‘2021 Shining Star DSP.’

Letter from the Superintendent
Renewal Levy Supports Disability Services

To our Sandusky County families and 
friends, I am truly honored to serve as 
the superintendent for your Sandusky 
County Board of Developmental 
Disabilities.  On Tuesday, May 4 we 
have an opportunity to renew our 
current five-year, 2 million levy at the 
same valuation level it was originally 
passed (2011 home and property values).  
What does this mean and why is it 
important?  

It means that this levy renewal will 
NOT raise your taxes.  It is NOT a new 
or additional source of funding for the 
Sandusky County Board of DD.  It is 
simply a continuation of the supports 
currently being received.  If you own 
a home valued at $100,000, that 
currently amounts to about $4.60 a 
month.  Your renewed support will 
allow us to maintain quality, per-
son-centered services throughout an 
individual’s lifetime while ensuring we 
can meet the challenges of the future. 

The services and supports provided by 
the Sandusky County Board of DD locally 
are primarily funded by levy dollars.  We 
serve over 600 individuals and their 
families from birth throughout their en-
tire lives; two-thirds of eligible individu-
als served are currently under the age of 
21.  The need continues to grow in the 
county and this renewal levy will support 
our community without adding to your 
property taxes.

The fact-sheet herein will provide you 
with a visual of how your tax dollars 
served the community over the last year.  
When I talk to people about the 
Sandusky County Board of DD, I often 
hear, “Oh, you mean the School of 
Hope and Sandco Industries.”  While 
incredible assets to our community, they 
represent a sliver of our service delivery 
model of care and support.  We are 
actively serving families even before 
their children become school-age eligible, 
as they transition into adulthood, and 
into their elder years. 

The funding provided by this levy 
assists us in providing ALL services 
including the School of Hope, Early Inter-
vention, Adult Day Services, Residential 
Service, Case Management, School-Age 
and Family Support Services, Employ-
ment Navigation, Special Olympics, 
Advocacy, and many other specialized 
services provided over a lifetime.



We have a long-standing motto here in Sandusky County; “We Serve for 
a Lifetime.”  The Sandusky County Board of DD provides services and 
supports to eligible individuals starting in early childhood, through their 
school-age years, as they transition into adulthood, and far beyond.  We 
are committed to person-centered programming designed to support the 
development of each individual’s unique gifts, talents, and abilities.“ ”

Sandusky County Board of 
Developmental Disabilities

We Serve for a Lifetime!

May 4,  2021
community
FACT SHEET

For 54 years, the Sandusky County 
Board of DD has provided eligible 
individuals with developmental 
disabilities and their families services 
and supports designed to enhance 
the quality of their everyday lives.  
Our motto “We Serve for a Lifetime” 
reflects our broad range of available 
assistance, from birth to elder years, 
to residents and their families.  It’s 
more than just our motto, it’s our 
promise. WHAT SERVICES DOES THIS LEVY FUND?

$ 4.60 
your continued support 
of this levy will cost the 
owner of a home valued at 
$100,000, $4.60 per month; 
about the same price you 
would pay for a fast food 
sandwich.

This is a RENEWAL levy and 
NOT new or additional money.  
It is a continuation of the 
supports that are currently 
being received.  This allows 
the Sandusky County Board 
of DD to maintain quality, 
person-centered services 
throughout an individual’s 
lifetime while meeting the 
challenges of our future.

Early Intervention

School Age Services

School of Hope Program

Day Program Services

Vocational Training

Residential Services

Case Management Services

Special Olympics

Crisis Intervention

and more!

639
individuals and 
families served 

living, working, and 
thriving in our 

community

126
individuals applied 
for SCBDD eligibility 

determination in 
2020

402
eligible individuals 
served are under 

the age of 21

133
children served in 
Early Intervention 

supports

77%
2020 Levy funding 
represents 77% of 
SCBDD revenue

Contact Sarah Zimmerman, 
Superintendent
419.332.9296 ext. 116
szimmerman@scbdd.org

1 in 54
Autism is the fastest growing 
developmental disorder in 
the US. 1 in 54 children are 
diagnosed with autism 
spectrum disorder (ASD), 
totaling over 5 million 
young people and adults
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Enrollment Increase 
3-year Trend

2018  8% increase
2019  19% increase
2020  9% increase

55%
annual expenses for 

direct services

CDC Report: The 
percentage of 

children aged 3–17 
years diagnosed with 

a developmental 
disability increased 

from 16.2% in 
2009–2011 to 17.8% 

in 2015–2017

17.8%
$5 Million

average annual 
service costs over 

the last three 
years

17%

17%

27%

10%

19% 10%

Age of Individuals Served
n Birth to 5-years 101 (17%)

n Age 6 to 15-years 117 (19%)

n Age 16 to 21-years 63 (10%)

n Age 22 to 40-years 160 (27%)

n Age 41 to 60-years 101 (17%)

n Age 60+ years 59 (10%)

Questions?

73 active Medicaid 
Service Providers

2.0 mill.
5-Year

Renewal Levy


