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The Sandusky County Board of DD 
would like to recognize three community 
members for their years of service on 
the Board of Directors.

Kent Weickert served on the Board of 
Directors, as well as the Sandusky County 
Board President, with a combined 
12-years of service to our community.  
Laurie Fox stepped down from the Board 
after more than 6-years of service to the 
community.  And finally, Board Member 
John Havens stepped down after serving 
our community for over 9-years.

“I would like to express my sincere 
gratitude to Kent, Laurie, and John for 
their dedication and leadership during 
their years of service.  Their contribution 
to the Sandusky County community over 

SCBDD Welcomes New Members to the Board of Directors

Game Night

We Thrive Together is helping us to kick-
off DD Awareness Month by hosting a 
‘Family Feud’ themed virtual game night 
on Thursday, March 4, 2021 at 6:00 PM 
on Zoom.  Sandusky County self-advo-
cates will be inviting Board members, 
SCBDD staff, and other community 
partners to join in on the fun. 

We would like to thank our friend Lindsay for joining 
us in our billboard campaign for March and 

Developmental Disabilities Awareness Month

the complex,” said Superintendent Sarah 
Zimmerman. “They will be wonderful 
additions to our board,” said Zimmer-
man.

the years cannot be overstated.  I will 
miss them all,” said SCBDD Superinten-
dent Sarah Zimmerman.

Upon appointment confirmation from 
Sandusky County Commissioners and 
Probate Court Judge Brad Smith, Shane 
Dyer has replaced board member Laurie 
Fox and Deb Didion has replaced board 
member John Havens.  Mr. Weickert’s 
replacement as Board President is 
awaiting confirmation by Sandusky 
County Commissioners

“We’re grateful to these Sandusky County 
residents for joining us and sharing their 
expertise in supporting Sandusky County 
Board of DD’s daily pursuit to provide 
the highest-quality services to local 
individuals served, from the routine to 

SCBDD Superintendent Sarah Zimmerman 
recognizes Kent Weickert for his 12-years of 

service on the Sandusky County Board of 
DD Board of Directors.   

Celebrate Inclusion!
March is Disabilities Awareness Month

Our celebration of March and 
Developmental Disabilities Awareness 
Month is just weeks away now!  While 
so much has changed in light of the 
pandemic, our desire and commit-
ment to shine a light on individuals of 
ALL abilities has not.  The pandemic 
may keep us from gathering together, 
but it can’t keep us from uniting our 
mission with community members.

The SCBDD regards DD Awareness 
Month as an invaluable opportunity to 
promote respect for people with intel-
lectual and developmental disabilities 

and to educate others on issues most 
important to them.  In the spirit of this 
month and in continued support of the 
advancement of the interests of individ-
uals calling Sandusky County home, we 
have a host of socially distanced aware-
ness initiatives planned for March.  

Developmental Disabilities Awareness & 
Advocacy Day at the Ohio Statehouse

Due to the on-going pandemic, key staff 
and individuals served will not make 
the annual trip to the Ohio Statehouse 
for DD Awareness and Advocacy Day to 
meet our state representatives.  This 
year’s event will be hosted entirely on-
line via the Zoom app on Tuesday, March 
2, 2021, at 10:00 AM. 

We look forward to “coming together 
through the distance” for a special 
hour-long presentation from leaders and 
self-advocates and meetings with state 
legislators.

All are welcome to join us for this webinar 
but registration is required.  For more 
information or to register, please visit 
the Ohio Developmental Disabilities 
Council website at ddc.ohio.gov.

Instructions on how to access this hour-
long presentation will be sent immedi-
ately upon registration. 

Michael receives his first COVID vaccination 
at our January clinic administered by the 

Health Department

listen.enrich.optimize



Follow our Facebook page as we 
approach March 4 for the Zoom invita-
tion link or contact emcclain@scbdd.org.

Virtual Leadership Day

On Thursday, March 25 at 10:30 AM we 
will host a virtual ‘Leadership Day’ bring-
ing together local self-advocates and 
Sandusky County leadership; allowing 
individuals to meet with county and city 
administrators to discuss local issues 
of most concern in terms of community 
supports for their independence.  In 
the past, individuals have expressed 
concerns regarding local transportation 
services and increased access to oppor-
tunities for employment.  

Joining us for ‘Leadership Day’ in the 
past include local County Commissioners, 
Fremont City leaders, the Superintendent 

SCBDD Disabilities Awareness Month Activities Continued...
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Sandusky County Self-Advocate and Athlete Tony 
receives his first COVID vaccination

Sandusky County Board of DD Service and 
Support Administrator, Kelly Jordan, has served 

local individuals disabilities for over 7years

Sandusky County Health Department Staff 
administer COVID vaccinations at the SCBDD

of Fremont City Schools, and our part-
ners at the Sandusky County Depart-
ment of Job and Family Services.  We 
look forward to welcoming members of 
the SCBDD Board of Directors as well. 

Virtual Developmental Disabilities 
Awareness Banquet.  

Date to be announced soon.  We will 
round out activities in observance of 
Disabilities Awareness Month by recog-
nizing local Direct Support Professionals 
and other service providers at a virtual 
DD Awareness Banquet.  This is an 
evening dedicated to recognizing care 
providers for their selfless, compas-
sionate service to individuals and their 
families.  DSP Scholarships, high school 
student scholarships, and community 
engagement grants will also be awarded.  
The DD Awareness Banquet and awards 

are sponsored by the Council for 
Developmental Disabilities of San-
dusky County.

In addition to these community events, 
there will be billboards throughout San-
dusky County to raise awareness about 
the importance of an inclusive commu-
nity and those that promote community 
integration.  Check out our Facebook 
page this March to see our billboards 
and discover their location in Sandusky 
County. 

Our collective goal this month is to create 
awareness about disabilities and to 
promote inclusion and respect for ALL 
people.  Just like you, individuals with 
disabilities want nothing more than the 
ability to lead full, healthy, and produc-
tive lives.

Service and Support Administrators 
(SSA’s) are one of the mandated ser-
vices required of all County Boards of 
DD across Ohio, providing support to 
children as well as adults.  

One of the key responsibilities of an 
SSA is the development of the Individual 
Service Plan or ISP.  This plan is based 
on what the individual receiving services 
wants in his/her life for their fulfillment.  
SSA’s are required to know the individuals 
on their caseload personally, conduct 
assessments, and discover what is 
important to them. 

Each person has different wants and 
needs. Some individuals receiving 
services have family and friends to help, 
and others may be on their own and 
need more guidance.  On any given day, 
an SSA might be helping someone apply 

for Medicaid, helping another person 
find an apartment, and helping anoth-
er fill out a job application.  It is all in 
a day’s work for the Sandusky County 
Board of DD SSA Team.  Additionally, 
SSA’s are available for after-hours emer-
gency calls 7 days a week, 24 hours a day.

SCBDD Service and Support Administration Team Lead Local COVID 
Vaccination Efforts Targeting Individuals Receiving Services

Given the many hats that the SSA 
wears each day, you can probably 
imagine what the last year has been 
like for our team.  Many individuals 
on their caseload have had their lives 
turned upside down over the past year 
during the pandemic; with employers 
laying off staff, Adult Day Centers 
forced to close, and the many routines 
that have been upended.  SSA’s now 
find themselves reaching out to their 
respective caseloads to schedule 
COVID vaccinations under the ever- 
changing eligibility criteria under Ohio’s 
Vaccination Program. 

SSA Jennifer Rogers is in her 10th year 
with the Sandusky County Board of 
DD after working in child welfare for 
over 14-years.  When asked how the 
impact of the pandemic on individuals 
and their family’s, Jennifer shared, “I 
think for the most part, everyone is 
doing well. I think the biggest chal-
lenge is just trying to stay healthy and 

limiting your exposure to family and 
friends to avoid chances of contract-
ing the virus. I also think that trying to 
stay busy and active is sometimes a 
challenge especially now in the winter 
months. Staying active and busy is so 
important to avoid depression during 
this time of social distancing. I have 
heard a lot of individuals say that not 
being able to see people that care 
about them is very difficult too,” said 
Jennifer.

The pandemic has not only affected 
the lives of the 30 people on Jenni-
fer’s SSA caseload, but it has also 
affected her personally.  “I like to be 
social and get out and talk to and see 
my individuals, families, and providers 
but it is hard to do this during a pan-
demic when you have to social dis-
tance and do everything virtually.  Like 
many people, I am working from home 
while my children learn from home.  
There are times when our home 

internet runs slowly because we are all 
online at the same time trying to do our 
work.  There are a lot of distractions at 
times as well,” Jennifer shared.  

Sandusky County Board of DD SSA, Stacy 
Daniels, agreed that there has been 
challenges in this post-pandemic reality.  
“I agree with Jennifer that it has been 
extremely difficult not being able to see 
individuals, families, and providers.  In 
our roles as SSA’s, we are used to making 
personal connections with those we 
serve.  It’s baked in the cake of our job 
description.  We are required to know 
the hopes, dreams, and goals of the 
individuals and families we serve.  So it 
has been a challenge, Stacy said.

Stacy shared that technology has made 
it easier for her and the 28 individuals 
on her caseload to stay connected.  “I 
am pleased that I can say that the 
individuals and families that I serve are 
doing quite well.  They have adjusted to 
the different restrictions and settled into 
their “new normal.”  Right now it’s anxiety 
and misinformation about the virus and 
vaccine that has been challenging,” she 
said.

The Sandusky County Board of DD 
Service and Support Administrative 
Team largely coordinated our vaccina-
tion clinics at the county board offices 
in conjunction with the health depart-
ment; ensuring every individual served 
who wanted the vaccine, received 

one.  Thanks to their efforts, over 225 
doses of the COVID vaccine has been 
administrated to local individuals with 
developmental disabilities and care staff 
living or working in congregate settings 
and eligible under Phase 1A and 1B of 
Ohio’s Vaccination Program.

“We would like to thank our SSA Team 
for all of their hard work educating 
individuals on their caseloads about the 
vaccine and coordinating our January 
vaccination clinics.  I would also like 
to thank the Sandusky County Health 
Department for partnering with us to 
protect the most vulnerable in our com-
munity.  The nursing staff at the health 
department were so warm, caring, and 
patient.  We look forward to coordi-
nating and hosting additional vaccine 
clinics with the Health Department in 
the weeks ahead,” said SCBDD Superin-
tendent Sarah Zimmerman.

Nominate Your Hero for the 
2021 Shining Star DSP Award 

The month of March and Developmental 
Disabilities Awareness Month is a great 
time to recognize those Direct Support 
Professionals (DSPs) who chose a career 
path dedicated to assisting people in 
realizing their dreams and full potential.  

The Shining Star DSP Award recognizes 
Sandusky County DSPs who have provided 
extraordinary service to those they 
serve.  Parents or guardians, providers, 
fellow DSPs, and individuals served are 
encouraged to nominate a local residen-
tial, day, or employment services DSP for 
special recognition during Developmental 
Disabilities Awareness Month.  To nom-
inate your Shining Star DSP, visit our 
Facebook page!


